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MOLD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  district,  together  with  the  Report  of  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1968. 

The  population  estimate  was  7,900,  an  increase  of  170 
over  the  previous  year. 

There  were  136  live  births,  6 more  than  in  1967,  giving 
a birth  rate  higher  than  that  for  Ejigland  and  Wales.  Still 
births  totalled  2,  compared  with  1 in  1967. 

Deaths  numbered  107,  compared  with  69  in  1967. 
The  leading  causes  of  death  were  again  circulatory  diseases 
and  cancer,  with  51  and  16  deaths  respectively.  74  of  the 
deaths  were  of  persons  aged  65  years  and  over.  Table  IV 
gives  an  analysis  of  the  causes  of  death.  Once  again,  there 
were  no  deaths  associated  with  pregnancy  and  childbirth. 
There  was  one  death  of  an  infant  under  a year  old,  com- 
pared with  2 in  1967,  1 in  1966  and  2 in  1965. 

During  the  year  there  were  9 notifications  of  infectious 
diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis).  There  were  no  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  or  of  diphtheria.  One  new  case  of  tuber- 
culosis was  reported  in  a recently  arrived  foreigner.  There 
were  4 deaths  associated  with  tuberculosis,  all  of  elderly 
people.  Eight  cases  of  measles  were  reported,  and  one  of 
food  poisoning. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit’s  regular  visits  ceased  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  the  Authorities  having  decided  that 
chest  x-ray  facilities  were  sufficiently  catered  for  by  the 
chest  clinics  and  hospitals.  The  Unit  continued  to  visit 
local  factories  as  usual. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  continued  in 
the  local  schools,  and  poliomyelitis  vaccination  continued 
to  be  accepted. 
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Mr.  M.  Coppack  joined  the  staff  in  February  as  Deputy 
Health  Inspector.  The  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  indicates  the  amount  of  work  done  in  the  field 
of  food  hygiene.  Mold  continues  to  keep  its  position  as  a 
distributive  centre  for  the  surrounding  countryside,  and 
with  the  ever  increasing  volume  of  food  being  handled,  it 
is  most  important  that  the  food  should  be  treated  in  such 
a manner  that  it  reaches  the  consumer  in  a clean  and 
wholesome  condition. 

Mr.  Coppack  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  visits  to 
food  premises,  and  the  result  has  been  a rise  in  the  general 
level  of  standards. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Council  and  the  Officers  for  their 
support  throughout  the  year,  and  in  particular  Mr.  R. 
Goucher,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  his  continued 
help. 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  J.  FRASER, 
Medical  Officer  of  Healh. 


Town  Hall, 

Earl  Road,  Mold. 

Mold. 

Telephone  : Mold  2729  or  2881 
Mold  3316  (Home) 
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VITAL  STATISTICS,  1968 


Population  : Registrar  General’s  estimate  at 

mid-year  

Census,  1961  

Live  Births  : 

Number  

Crude  birth  rate  per  1000  population 
Adjusted  local  birth  rate 

National  birth  rate  

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total 
live  births 

Illegitimate  live  births  

Still  Births  : 

Number  

Rate  per  1 000  total  live  births 

National  still  birth  rate  

Total  live  and  still  births  

Infant  deaths  (under  1 year)  

Infant  Mortality  Rates  : 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  legitimate 

live  births  

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  illegitimate 

live  births  

National  infant  mortality  rate  per  1000 

live  births  

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks 
per  1000  total  live  births) 

National  neo-natal  mortality  rate 
Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under 
1 week  per  1000  total  live  births) 

National  early  neo-natal  mortality  rate 
Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1000  total 

live  and  still  births  

National  perinatal  mortality  rate 
Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion  :) 

Number  of  deaths  

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 

Deaths  (from  all  causes)  

Crude  death  rate  per  1000  population 

Adjusted  local  death  rate  

National  death  rate  per  1000  population 


7,900 

6,894 

136 

17.21 

17.21 

16.9 

8.08 

11 

2 

14.49 

14 

138 

1 

7.35 

8.0 

Nil 

18.0 

7.35 

12.3 

7.35 

10.5 


21.73 

25 

Nil 

Nil 

107 

13.54 

16.38 

11.9 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  INCLUDING  CHIEF 
INDUSTRIES 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  area  under  this  heading 
during  the  year  under  review. 

Area  in  acres — 1,160  statutory  acres 
Population  (Census  1961) — 6,894 
Number  of  habitable  houses — 2,444 
Rateable  Value — £247,159 
Product  of  a penny  rate — £1,000 
The  various  vital  statistics  are  listed  below  in  tabular 
form.  For  the  purposes  of  comparison,  figures  for  last  year 
are  given  and,  where  appropriate,  the  rates  for  England  and 


Wales  as  a whole. 
TABLE  I.  Live  Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Legitimate  70 

55  

125 

Illegitimate  7 

4 ..... 

11 

Total  77 

59 

136 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1000  Population  : — 

1959— 17.51 

1960— 18.62 

1961— 1929 

1962— 20.42 

1963— 22.50 

1964— 23.12 

1965— 20.65 

1966— 23.97 

1967— 16.81 

1968— 17.21 

England  and  Wales  : Live  Birth  Rate  per  1000  Population  : 

1959— 16.5 

1960— 17.1 
1691—17.4 

1962— 18.0 

1963— 18.2 

1964— 18.4 

1965— 18.1 

1966— 17.7 

1967— 17.2 

1968— 16.9 
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These  figures  show  a rise  in  the  local  birth  rate.  There 
were  136  live  births,  compared  with  130  in  1967,  182  in  1966, 
164  in  1965,  170  in  1964,  160  in  1963,  143  in  1962,  and  132 
in  1961. 


TABLE  II.  Still  Births. 

The  Registrar  General’s  “ Comparability  Factor  ” being 
1.00,  the  corrected  birth  rate  is  17.21  per  1000  population. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total  .... 

1 



1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  total  Live  and  Still  Births  : — 

1959— 48.78 

1960— 45.80 

1961— 22.22 

1962— 13.79 

1963—  6.21 

1964—  5.85 

1965— 29.58 

1966— 16.21 

1967—  7.63 

1968— 14.49 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  Population  : — 

1959— 0.89 

1960— 0.89 

1961— 0.43 

1962— 0.28 

1963— 0.14 

1964— 0.13 

1965— 0.66 

1966— 0.39 

1967— 0.12 

1968— 0.25 
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England  and  Wales  : Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000 
Live  and  Still  Births  : — 

1959— 20.7 

1960— 19.7 

1961— 18.7 

1962— 18.1 

1963— 17.2 

1964— 16.4 

1965— 15.7 

1966— 15.4 

1967— 14.8 

1968— 14.0 

There  were  2 still  births  in  1968  compared  with  1 in 
1967,  3 in  1966,  6 in  1965,  1 in  1964,  1 in  1963,  2 in  1962,  3 in 
1961,  6 in  1960,  6 in  1959  and  5 in  1968. 

TABLE  III.  Death  (General)  Rate  : — 

All  ages  (all  causes) — Males  61,  Females  46,  Total  107, 
compared  with  69  in  1967,  84  in  1966,  71  in  1965,  80  in  1964, 
83  in  1963,  75  in  1962,  99  in  1961,  84  in  1960  and  82  in  1959. 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1000  Population  : — 

1959— 12.27 

1960— 12.51 

1961— 14.47 

1962— 10.71 

1963— 11.67 

1964— 10.88 

1965—  9.47 

1966— 11.06 

1967—  8.92 

1968— 13.54 

England  and  Wales  : Death  Rate  per  1000  Population 

1959— 11.6 

1960— 11.5 

1961— 12.0 

1962— 11.9 

1963— 12.2 

1964— 11.3 

1965— 11.5 

1966— 11.7 

1967— 11.2 

1968— 11.9 
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There  has  been  a rise  in  the  crude  death  rate  for  the 
Mold  Urban  District.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
11.9.  The  rate  for  Mold  is  higher  than  that  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a whole.  There  were  107  deaths,  compared 
with  69  in  1967  and  84  in  1966. 


TABLE  IV.  Deaths  (General)  Analysis. 


Causes. 


Rate  per  1000 
M.  F.  Total.  Population. 


Respiratory  tuberculosis 
Other  tuberculosis 
Cancer  of  stomach 
Cancer  of  lung,  bronchus 
Cancer  of  breast 
Cancer  of  uterus 
Other  cancers 
Other  tumours 
Diabetes 
Anaemias 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

Hypertensive  disease 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 
Other  respiratory  diseases 
Peptic  ulcer 
Cirrhosis  of  liver 
Other  digestive  diseases 
Hyperplasia  prostate 
Other  genito-urinary  diseases 
Congenital  anomalies 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 


1 

2 

2 

2 


3 


2 

3 

22 

2 

2 

1 

3 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 


1 


1 

1 

6 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

6 

5 

5 

2 

1 

5 

2 

1 


1 


2 


1 

3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
9 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 

4 
28 

7 

7 
3 
1 

8 
6 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 

5 


Total  all  causes 


61  46  107 


0.12 

0.37 

0.25 

0.25 

0.12 

0.12 

1.13 

0.12 

0.25 

0.12 

0.25 

0.25 

0.50 

3.54 

0.88 

0.88 

0.37 

0.12 

1.01 

0.75 

0.12 

0.25 

0.12 

0.12 

0.12 

0.25 

0.12 

0.25 

0.50 
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From  this  table  it  is  seen  that  the  leading  causes  of 
death  are  circulatory  diseases  with  51  deaths  and  cancer  in 
one  form  or  another  with  16  deaths.  There  were  4 deaths 
from  tuberculosis,  all  elderly  people.  Bronchitis  caused  6 
deaths,  pneumonia  8,  motor  accidents  2,  and  other  acci- 
dents 5. 

TABLE  V.  Deaths  (Childbirth)— Nil. 

There  were  no  deaths  attributable  to  pregnancy  or 
childbirth. 


TABLE  VI.  Death  Rate  (Infantile) — that  is,  infants  under 


one  year  old  : 

: — 

Males.  Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

1 — 

1 

Illegitimate 



— 

Total 

1 — 

1 

Infantile  Death  Rate  of  Legitimate  babies  per  1000 
Legitimate  Births  : — 

1959— 17.63 

1960— 24.79 

1961— 32.00 

1962— 36.49 

1963— 38.72 

1964— 24.24 

1965— 12.90 

1966—  5.81 

1967—  8.19 

1968—  8.00 

Infantile  Death  Rate  of  Illegitimate  babies  per  1000 
Illegitimate  Births  : — 

1959—  Nil 

1960—  Nil 

1961—  Nil 

1962— 166.66 

1963— 200.00 

1964—  Nil 

1965—  Nil 

1966—  Nil 

1967— 125.0 

1968—  Nil 
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Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1000  Live  Births  (Legitimate 
and  Illegitimate) : — 

1959— 17.09 

1960— 24.00 

1961— 30.30 

1962— 41.95 

1963— 43.75 

1964— 23.52 

1965— 12.19 

1966—  5.49 

1967— 15.38 

1968—  7.35 


England  and  Wales  : Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1000 
Live  Births  : — 


1959— 22.0 

1960— 21.7 

1961— 21.4 

1962— 21.6 

1963— 21.1 

1964— 20.0 

1965— 19.0 

1966— 19.0 

1967— 18.3 

1968— 18.0 

There  was  1 death  of  an  infant  under  one  year  old, 
compared  with  2 in  1967,  1 in  1966,  2 in  1965,  4 in  1964  and 
7 in  1963. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

Officers  — The  other  Officers  serving  the  Urban  District 
during  the  year  were  : — 

Clerk— E.  H.  Rees,  A.I.M.T.A. 

Treasurer— H.  Barrington  Evans. 

Surveyor— E.  J.  Stokes,  C.  Eng.,  M.I.  Mun.  E. 

Laboratory  Facilities  — Provided  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Chester,  and  the  Public  Analyst,  Chester. 
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Ambulance  Services  — Provided  by  the  Flintshire  County 
Council.  Ambulances  are  stationed  within  the  Urban  Area 
on  a 24-hour  service. 

Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Services  are  provided  by 
the  County  Council.  Two  District  Nurse/Midwives  reside  in 
the  area. 

Home  Help  — This  service  is  provided  by  the  County 
Council.  Persons  requiring  home  help  should  get  in  touch 
with  the  Home  Help  Organiser  at  the  County  Health  De- 
partment or  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Tuberculosis. 

Clinics — “ Oaklands,”  Chester  Road,  Queensferry  ; Wed- 
nesdays at  9-30  a.m.  The  Clinic,  Grosvenor  Road,  Wrex- 
ham ; Mondays  at  9-30  a.m. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

The  Clinic,  Mold.  First  and  third  Mondays  of  the  month 
at  9-30  a.m. 

School  Clinic. 

The  Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold.  Wednesdays  at  9-30 

a.m. 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

The  Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold.  First  Friday  of  each 
month,  2 to  4 p.m. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis. 

This  is  done  in  the  schools  and  at  Chest  Clinics. 

Dental  Clinic. 

School  children  and  expectant  mothers  are  treated  at  the 
Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold,  by  appointment. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Shotton — New  Clinic,  Central  School.  First  and  third 
Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  10  a.m.,  and  at  W rexham  and 
Holywell. 


Infant  Welfare. 

The  Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold.  Wednesdays  at  1-30 

p.m. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

The  Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold.  The  second  and  fourth 
Mondays  of  the  month  at  1-30  p.m.  (by  appointment). 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic. 

The  Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold.  Second  and  fourth  Tues- 
days of  the  month. 

Health  Visiting. 

Health  Visitor /School  Nurses  are  provided  by  tbe 
County  Council.  These  Nurses  visit  children  in  their  homes 
up  to  school  age,  and  attend  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic 
sessions. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care. 

This  service  is  maintained  by  close  liaison  between  the 
Medical  Officer,  Health  Visitor /School  Nurses,  Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitors,  Home  Help  Organiser,  the  Welfare  Depart- 
ment, the  County  Health  Department,  and  voluntary  bodies, 
including  associations  caring  for  the  blind  and  deaf,  and 
those  otherwise  handicapped. 

Vaccination  is  carried  out  by  general  medical  practitioners, 
but  it  may  be  done  by  the  Medical  Officer  on  request. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  (Section  47).  (Removal  to 
suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and 
attention). 

No  cases  were  dealt  with  under  this  heading  during  the 
year,  but  several  cases  were  visited  in  this  connection. 

Hospitals. 

Hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by  the  Clwyd  and 
Deeside  Hospital  Management  Committee.  Mold  Cottage 
Hospital  remains  in  use  and  provides  services  for  local  resi- 
dents. Patients  are  admitted  to  other  hospitals  in  the  dis- 
trict, mainly  in  Wrexham  and  Chester.  The  provision  of 
out-patient  facilities  at  Mold  is  much  appreciated  by  local 
residents.  1 
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Prevalence  and  control  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(excluding  Tuberculosis),  1968. 

TABLE  VII. 


Diseases. 

Cases 

notified. 

Deaths 

notified. 

Scarlet  Fever 

\ 



(0) 



Whooping  Cough 

— 

(0) 

— 

Measles 

8 

(2) 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

— 

(0) 

5 

Meningitis 

— 

(0) 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

(0) 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

(0) 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

(1) 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

(0) 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

(0)  

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

(0)  

— 

Total 

9 

(3) 

5 

Figures 

in  brackets  are  those  for  1967. 
TABLE  VIII. 

Analysis  of  Notifiable  Diseases. 

The  figures  shown  in 

column  1 of  the  previous 
below. 

table  are  analysed  in  age  groups 

Disease. 

Under 

1.  1-4. 

5-9.  10-14. 

15-44. 

Measles 

— 

6 

2 

— 

Food  poisoning 

— 

— 

— — 

1 

There  were  no  cases  of  infantile  paralysis  (polio- 
myelitis). There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the 
year.  Influenza  of  a mild  type  was  prevalent  in  the  spring 
causing  one  death.  Combined  vaccination  against  diph- 
theria, whooping  cough  and  tetanus  is  now  available.  Most 
mothers  now  have  their  children  protected.  Chickenpox 
was  prevalent  amongst  the  younger  children. 

There  was  one  notification  of  food  poisoning  during 
the  year.  This  was  a man  who  had  had  a meal  at  a cafe 
in  Conway.  The  infection  was  traced  to  turkey  which  had 
been  served  at  the  meal.  The  man  had  a very  mild  illness 
and  quickly  recovered. 
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Another  case  of  food  poisoning  was  reported.  This 
was  an  aged  man  who  was  brought  into  the  local  hospital 
from  another  district.  He  died  on  the  following  day. 
There  were  no  other  cases,  and  as  the  man  lived  alone  it 
was  not  possible  to  obtain  a history  of  the  foods  he  had 
eaten. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  cases  notified  during  1968. 


Non- 

Age  Groups.  Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Total. 

Under  5 years  — — — 

5-14  years  — — — 

15-24  „ ......  

25-44  „ — 1 1 

45-64  ,,  — — _ 

65  and  over  — — — 


All  ages  — 11 


There  was  1 new  notification  of  tuberculosis  compared 
with  4 in  1967,  1 in  1966,  3 in  1965,  none  in  1964,  2 in  1963, 
2 in  1962,  and  6 in  1961. 

There  was  one  death  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and 
three  deaths  associated  with  tuberculosis— all  in  elderly 
persons. 

The  new  case  was  an  Italian  woman,  recently  arrived 
in  this  country. 


Mass  X-Ray  Surveys. 

The  regular  monthly  visits  of  the  mobile  x-ray  unit 
ceased  in  December,  1967.  The  unit  continued  its  visits  to 
works  and  factories  in  the  district.  Chest  x-ray  investiga- 
tions are  carried  out  at  the  Chest  Clinics  and  the  Hospitals. 
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B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis. 

This  service  continued  during  1968.  Vaccination  is 
offered  to  all  suitable  secondary  school  pupils  between  12 
and  14  years.  The  children  are  “ skin-tested  ” in  school, 
and  those  with  a negative  reaction  are  given  the  necessary 
single  injection. 

Anti-Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

During  1968  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  con- 
tinued. 

In  February,  1962,  the  Sabin  vaccine — a live  vaccine 
given  by  mouth — was  introduced  at  Mold  Clinic.  This 
method  is  used  at  all  Clinics  and  is  well  received.  Three 
doses  of  three  drops  of  vaccine  are  given  at  intervals  of 
one  month. 
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REFORT  OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLiC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  year  has  been  one  of  very  considerable  activity 
in  all  aspects  of  the  work  of  the  Department.  With  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  M.  Coppack,  an  immediate  all-out 
effort  commenced  on  food  hygiene  and  on  the  work  i elated 
to  the  health,  safety  and  general  welfare  of  employees  in 
the  many  types  of  occupation  covered  by  the  traces,  -hops 
and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  statistics  for  the  year  unde, 
their  particular  headings,  94  % of  all  food  premises  and 
70  % of  office,  etc.,  premises  were  inspected  in  detail  and 
records  made  of  the  circumstances  found.  Enforcement 
action  involving  notification  of  contraventions,  advice  on 
necessary  remedial  action  and  regular  re-visits  to  the  worst 
offenders  is  beginning  to  have  effect  and,  although  not 
probably  noticeable  to  any  other  than  those  affected  and  to 
ourselves,  there  has  been  a steady  improvement  in  the  over- 
all situation. 


As  previously  advised,  there  was,  and  still  is,  much  to 
be  done,  and  the  initial  resistance  to  advancement  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  law  gave  rise  to  some  concern.  How- 
ever, the  repeated  visits  made  have,  I feel,  brought  an 
awareness  to  many  persons  affected  that  there  is  no  dis- 
crimination in  inspection  and,  I hope,  an  appreciation  that 
they  have  a responsibility  not  only  to  the  law  but  to  their 
employees  and,  where  food  hygiene  is  concerned,  to  the 
public  at  large. 

The  immediate  benefit  which  has  followed  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Coppack  is  the  ability  to  greatly  increase  the 
output  of  work  of  investigation  of  public  health  matters  ; 
and  it  has  been  a great  personal  encouragement  to  be  able 
to  begin  to  work  towards  achieving  better  standards  rather 
than  to  feel  helpless  in  a situation  requiring  prompt  atten- 
tion. 


In  public  health  work  the  officers  (and  the  Council  for 
that  matter)  can  either  adopt  a passive  or  an  active  role. 
The  increasing  demands  of  legislation  intended  to  improve 
the  health  and  welfare  of  the  public  cannot  be  ignored.  To 
do  so  is  to  court  disaster,  for  the  day  of  reckoning  will  come 
sooner  or  later  ; and  the  inquiry  that  is  raised  has  to  be 
answered. 
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As  with  all  things,  the  first  step  forward  has  to  be 
taken,  but  only  with  persistence  and  continued  effort  will 
results  be  forthcoming.  It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  say  that 
by  the  end  of  the  year  the  fruits  of  the  endeavours  made 
were  beginning  to  make  themselves  shown. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  ETC. 


Public  Health  Acts. 

Complaints  35 

Nuisances  23 

Drainage  42 

Animals  3 

Infectious  Diseases  8 

Water  Supplies  36 

Offensive  Trades  18 

Trade  Effluents  33 

Verminous  Premises,  etc 10 

Rodent  Control  ....  530 

Mortuary  .....  56 

Public  Conveniences  15 

Gipsies  3 

Other  Visits  27 

Informal  Notices/Letters  Served  11 

Housing  Acts. 

Inspections  for  representations  5 

Inspections — re-visits  40 

Inspections — searches  47 

Improvement  Grants — Standard  46 

Discretionary 


Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 
Demolition 

Other  inspections  

General  inspections 

Re-housing  

Other  visits 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  Regulations,  etc. 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

Ice  cream — Premises  (manufacturing) 

Vehicles  

Registered  premises 
Sampling  
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Other  registered  premises,  manufacturers  47 

Butchers  36 

Grocers,  etc.  70 

Licensed  premises  29 

School  kitchens  5 

Sweet  shops  13 

Chemists  2 

Bakehouses  15 

Confectioners  7 

Wholesale  warehouses  1 

Catering  premises  11 

Wet  fish  shops  13 

Supermarkets  1 1 

Greengrocers  8 

Cafes  15 

Assembly  Hall  2 

Vehicles  10 

Stalls  6 

Milk,  dairies  6 

Unsound  food  20 

Complaints  18 

Other  visits,  etc.  62 

Notices  served  117 


Cleansing,  etc. 

Re  dustbins  and  storage  45 

Business  premises,  etc.  27 

Street  cleansing  144 

Litter  92 

Controlled  tipping  ...  280 

Plant  and  equipment  174 

Other  visits  97 

Factories  Acts. 

Factories  with  power  47 

Notices  served  1 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act. 

Initial  inspections  113 

Re-visits  103 

Notices,  etc.,  served  78 


Petroleum  Spirit. 

Inspections  5 
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Indoor  Market. 

Visits  and  inspections  15 

Street  Market. 

Inspections  14 

Other  visits  10 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

Smoke  Control  Areas  : 

Survey  117 

Advisory  34 

Installation  18 

Other  visits  48 

Factories,  etc. 

Visits  3 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  ETC. 

Duties  under  these  Acts  were  of  a general  nature  dur- 
ing the  year  without  any  particular  aspect  being  pre- 
dominant. 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  pH  rectifier 
there  was  a steady  improvement  in  the  alkalinity  of  the 
water  supply  to  Mold  and  the  consequent  elimination  of 
the  plumbo  solvency  problem.  27  water  samples  were 
taken  from  the  mains  supply  and  were  submitted  for  bac- 
teriological examination.  All  were  satisfactory. 

Prompt  attention  continued  to  be  given  to  complaints 
of  rat  or  mouse  infestation,  the  level  of  complaint  being 
much  as  for  1967  although  the  degree  of  rat  infestation 
again  showed  a reduction  over  previous  years.  Sewer 
treatment  indicates  the  sewers  of  the  town  to  be  free  of 
rats. 

There  was  no  indication  of  resistance  by  rats  to  the 
anticoagulant  poison  used.  There  are,  however,  signs  that 
mice  are  becoming  so  resistant,  several  comparatively 
minor  infestations  being  far  more  difficult  to  deal  with  than 
has  been  the  case  in  the  past.  It  may  well  in  future  be 
necessary  to  use  more  potent  poisons  for  mice,  but  the 
potential  dangers  that  could  arise  make  one  wary  of  doing 
so  unless  it  becomes  absolutely  necessary. 
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Detailed  inspections  were  carried  out  of  the  offensive 
trades  premises,  concern  being  felt  at  the  continuing  prob- 
lems which  arose  at  and  from  them.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  the  premises  in  Bromfield  Lane  closed  down. 

The  general  picture  on  trade  effluent  was  that  of  steady 
improvement  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  consent  con- 
ditions can  be  met  provided  the  necessary  care  and  atten- 
tion is  given  to  the  equipment,  etc.,  provided  by  the  occu- 
piers ol  the  premises  concerned. 

POST  MORTEM  ROOM  AND  MORTUARY. 

During  the  year  ninety-two  post  mortems  were  carried 
out  and  the  mortuary  used  eleven  times. 

Work  on  stripping  out  the  toilet,  rear  entrance  and 
store  room  proceeded  in  January  and  treatment  was  car- 
ried out  for  dry  rot. 

It  was  found  that  the  rear  roof  was  also  affected,  neces- 
sitating replacement  of  roof  timbers,  eaves  gutters,  etc., 
and  this  was  dealt  with  at  the  same  time. 

It  will  be  necessary  during  1969  to  carry  out  external 
repairs  to  the  mortuary  to  prevent  internal  dilapidation. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

These  are  cleaned  twice  daily  and  continue  to  be  dam- 
aged and  defaced. 

There  is  only  one  answer  to  this  constant  problem  and 
that  is  to  provide  a first  class  block  of  toilets  centrally 
situated  and  with  continuous  supervision,  the  toilets  to  be 
closed  when  such  supervision  is  not  available. 

With  the  advent  of  the  new  decimal  coinage  it  will  cost 
a new  penny  (2.4d.)  to  operate  the  coin  lock  and  I believe 
there  would  be  less  objection  to  this  increase  if  the  toilets 
were  always  in  first  class  condition. 

HOUSING  ACTS. 

During  the  year  some  twenty-one  families  from  con- 
demned houses  were  re-housed,  and  twenty  houses  were 
demolished.  Twenty  premises  were  dealt  with  by  the  mak- 
ing of  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders. 
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There  was  a reduction  in  the  number  of  houses  dealt 
with  due  to  the  temporary  cessation  of  Council  house  build- 
ing. 


Improvement  grant  applications  remained  at  a low 
level.  In  the  main  the  type  of  property  which  would  bene- 
fit from  grants  are  occupied  by  owners  who  have  probably 
extended  their  means  to  the  limit  to  acquire  a house  of 
their  own.  They  are  unable  to  meet  the  financial  commit- 
ments of  improvement  grant  work,  for  even  if  they  borrow 
half  the  cost  of  the  grant  works  it  has  to  be  repaid  ; and 
repair  works  also  involve  expenditure. 

The  financial  inducement  is  there  and  will  be  increased 
in  future  ; but  there  will  always  be  financial  involvement 
for  the  owner  and  if  he  cannot  meet  that  commitment  then 
the  inducement  in  his  case  is  of  little  value — and  compul- 
sion will  not  be  appreciated  by  someone  struggling  to  make 
ends  meet. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADMINISTRATION. 


During  1968  the  following  number  of  food  premises 
have  been  inspected  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regula- 
tions : — 

Number 

Number.  Inspected. 


Licensed  premises  23 

Food  premises,  shops,  etc.  70 

Cafes,  fish  and  chips,  etc. 12 

Bakehouses  4 

Schools  7 


16 

70 

12 

4 

7 


116  109 


Total  number  of  visits  to  above  premises — 438. 
Total  number  of  notices  served — 99. 

The  following  is  information  which  the  Welsh  Board 
of  Health  requested  to  be  included  in  the  Annual  Report : — 
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Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 


Total  No. 

Complying 
with 
Reg.  16. 

No.  to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies. 

No. 

complying 
with  Reg.  19. 

Food  shops 

....  67 

47 

41 

37 

Cafes,  etc. 

....  12 

8 

12 

10 

Bakehouses 

....  4 

4 

4 

4 

Licensed  premises 

....  23 

11 

23 

23 

School  kitchens 

....  7 

5 

7 

7 

Other  premises 

....  3 

2 

3 

3 

During  the  year  requests  were  received  from  time  to 
time  to  inspect  foodstuffs  which  had,  from  one  cause  or 
another,  given  rise  to  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  retailer  as 
to  the  fitness  or  wholesomeness  of  that  food.  Arising  from 
such  consultations  and  from  the  advice  given,  the  follow- 
ing foods  were  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption : — 


Cooked  Meats 

32 

lbs. 

Fish 

2 

tins 

Fish 

34i 

stone 

Frozen  Foods 

3,633 

packets 

Fruit 

9 

tins 

Meat 

33 

tins 

Meat 

266 

lbs. 

Vegetables 

3 

tins 

Jellies 

541 

doz. 

Butter 

77 

lbs. 

Carrots 

930 

lbs. 

Nine  complaints  about  food  purchased  were  received 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  last  case  mentioned  below, 
no  purchaser  was  prepared  to  give  evidence  to  enable  legai 
proceedings  to  be  instituted.  In  every  case,  however,  the 
usual  enquiries  were  made  as  were  the  necessary  contacts 
with  the  firms  involved  : — 

1.  Screw  in  loaf  of  bread — Investigation  at  the  bakery 
established  that  the  screw  was  of  the  tvpe  used  on 
the  conveyor  of  the  bread  moulder.  Assurance  was 
given  by  the  Company  that  production  and  mainte- 
nance departments  would,  in  the  future,  take  all  pos- 
sible precautions  to  prevent  recurrence. 
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2.  Green  mould  on  Swiss  Roll — Code  number  on  wrap- 
per denoted  date  of  baking  and  gave  no  guide  to  the 
van  salesmen  or  shopkeeper  as  to  expiry  of  shelf  life. 
Following  discussions  between  the  Department  and 
manufacturers  the  method  of  coding  was  changed  to 
indicate  date  when  shelf  life  expires  and  when  with- 
drawal from  sale  must  take  place. 

3.  Colouring  of  minced  meat — The  complainant  was  con- 
cerned with  differing  colours  in  minced  meat,  dark 
brown  and  bright  red  being  present.  Upon  investi- 
gation at  the  place  of  manufacture  it  was  noted  that 
the  same  mincer  was  used  for  producing  minced  pork 
and  minced  beef.  A sample  of  both  (mixed  together) 
was  obtained  and  kept  under  observation  for  24 
hours,  when  it  was  noted  that  the  pork  discoloured 
to  a dark  brown  before  any  change  was  apparent  in 
the  beef.  After  a time  both  assumed  the  same  dark 
brown  colour. 

The  Public  Analyst’s  Laboratory  examined  both 
the  complainant’s  meat  and  the  sample  and  gave  the 
opinion  that  both  were  not  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption. 

4.  Mould  inside  pre-cooked  whole  chicken — Mould 
identified  as  penicillium  by  the  Public  Analyst.  Pre- 
mises inspected,  stock  rotation  checked  and  shop 
manager  and  company  representative  interviewed. 
Legal  proceedings  were  not  pursued  due  to  inconsis- 
tent evidence  of  complainant. 

5.  Wasp  in  loaf  of  bread — The  local  bakery  at  which  the 
bread  was  baked  was  inspected  and  the  owners  inter- 
viewed. Recommendations  were  made  by  the  De- 
partment to  prevent  repetition  of  complaint. 

6.  Out  of  date  offer  on  wrapper  of  sponge  cake — The 
complainant  noted  after  purchase  that  the  wrapper 
bore  a holiday  voucher  offer,  the  closing  date  of 
which  had  expired  some  three  weeks  before  the  date 
of  purchase.  The  cake  was  not  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption and  the  code  number  indicated  that  it  was 
manufactured  some  five  weeks  before  purchase.  The 
company  representative  indicated  that  a three  week 
shelf  life  is  normal,  but  under  good  storage  conditions 
may  be  extended. 
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7.  Mouldy  and  maggot  infested  pre-cooked  chicken 
Shop  and  stock  inspected,  stock  rotation  scrutinised 
and  both  Manager  and  District  Manager  interviewed. 
As  a result  of  these  investigations  an  improved  sys- 
tem of  sale  resulted  ; the  whole  chickens  being  quar- 
tered and  halved  if  not  sold  at  end  of  first  day  after 
cooking.  This  eliminates  the  risk  of  carry  over  day 
after  day  of  the  same  chickens. 

8.  Alleged  bad  eggs — Remaining  eggs  in  pack  submitted 
to  Public  Analyst  but  result  was  that  “ they  were  not 
so  decomposed  as  to  be  inedible.”  Following  consul- 
tation between  Department  and  Company  concerned 
a new  policy  of  date  stamping  egg  cartons  was  imple- 
mented to  indicate  the  day  on  which  the  eggs  must 
be  withdrawn  from  display  if  not  sold. 

9.  Mouldy  loaf — The  suppliers  of  the  loaf  pleaded  guilty 
under  Section  2 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and 
were  fined  £10  plus  costs. 

Food  Samples. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  to  the  Flintshire  County 
Council,  Mr.  E.  Lewis,  carried  out  routine  food  sampling 
and  the  following  information  relative  to  samples  taken  in 
this  Council’s  area  during  the  year  is  derived  from  his  re- 
port : — 


Description  of  Article. 

No.  of 
samples 
taken. 

Genuine. 

Not  genuine 
or  below 
standard. 

Milk 

10 

10 



Dairy  Products 

2 

2 

— 

Ice  Cream,  etc. 

4 

4 



Alcoholic  Drinks 

4 

4 



Fish  and  Meat  Products 

7 

7 



Patent  Medicines 

4 

4 



Miscellaneous  Groceries 

13 

13 



Fruit  and  Vegetables 

6 

6 

— 

50 


50 
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Other  Sampling. 

During  the  year  ten  samples  for  bacteriological  exami- 
nation were  taken  from  the  two  manufacturers  of  ice  cream 
in  the  town  and  one  sample  was  taken  from  a mobile  ice 
cream  vehicle  operating  in  the  area. 

Six  of  the  results  were  satisfactory.  Of  the  four  which 
were  not,  one  was  a result  of  the  inability  to  transport  the 
ice  cream  to  the  Laboratory  in  a frozen  condition.  The 
other  three  results  were  followed  by  further  samples  which 
proved  satisfactory.  The  unsatisfactory  results  demon- 
strated clearly  to  the  manufacturer  the  care  and  attention 
he  must  give  to  his  business  and  the  importance  of  follow- 
ing advice  given  to  him  by  the  Department  in  the  handling, 
cleaning  and  sterilisation  techniques  necessary  in  ice  cream 
manufacture. 

Slaughterhouse  and  Slaughtering. 

The  slaughterhouse  was  not  in  use  during  the  year. 
Approach  was  made  in  October  on  the  subject  of  re-licen- 
sing, etc.,  and  discussions  were  under  way  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Refuse  Collection. 

Overall  it  can  be  said  that  the  collection  service  pro- 
ceeded smoothly  during  the  year.  With  the  continued  es- 
tablishment of  good  teams  of  collectors,  the  major  prob- 
lems that  arose  for  the  first  few  months  of  the  year  were 
due  to  the  increasing  number  of  failures  of  the  old  vehicle 
due  for  replacement.  Receipt  at  the  end  of  June  of  the 
Shelvoke  and  Drewry  25  cubic  yard  fore  and  aft  tipper 
brought  immediate  relief  of  that  problem. 

It  gives  me  considerable  pleasure  to  say  that  during 
the  year  the  Department  received  complimentary  com- 
ments not  only  on  the  collection  service  but  also  in  respect 
of  the  collectors  themselves.  Few  people  are  fully  appre- 
ciative of  the  effort  that  goes  into  maintaining  such  a ser- 
vice and  give  little  thought  to  the  men  themselves. 

They  do  a hard,  dirty  job  in  all  weathers.  I believe 
their  services  deserve  better  recognition  and  appreciation — 
we  should  all  suffer  greatly  for  lack  of  them,  and  this  is 
soon  apparent  should  there  be  any  hold-up  in  collection. 
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It  is  ironical  that  the  better  the  service  given  the 
greater  is  the  criticism  should  there  be  any  temporary  de- 
lay, the  fifty-one  weeks  of  the  year  with  regular  collection 
being  immediately  forgotten  on  the  one  week  in  which 
there  may  be  delay. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  Bromfield  Lane  tip  continued  to  be  used  during  the 
early  part  of  the  year  whilst  the  building  works,  fencing 
and  general  preparation  of  the  new  site  at  the  Rhual  were 
going  on.  Delivery  was  made  in  August  of  the  new  Inter- 
national B-100  digger  loader  with  4 in  1 bucket  and  the 
use  of  the  Rhual  site  was  commenced  in  September.  The 
supervision  of  tipping,  and  control  to  the  requirements  of 
the  very  stringent  lease,  occupied  (and  will  continue  to 
occupy)  a considerable  proportion  of  your  officers’  time. 
The  first  two  months  of  use  necessitated  full  time  atten- 
dance as  conditions  were  most  difficult — the  establishment 
of  a tipping  and  control  routine  was  only  achieved  under 
most  arduous  conditions  in  difficult  terrain.  However,  by 
the  end  of  the  year  despite  periods  of  heavy  rain  which 
gave  rise  to  bog-like  conditions,  fully  controlled  tipping  was 
well  established. 

Street  Sweeping. 

Labour  difficulties  continued  to  be  a problem.  With 
the  delivery  at  the  end  of  March  of  the  Johnston  Vacuum 
Sweeper  it  became  possible  to  ensure  that  the  channels  in 
the  main  streets  of  the  town  are  swept  daily  and  all  other 
roads  in  the  town  weekly. 

It  is  estimated  that  between  ten  and  twenty  tons  of 
grit,  dirt  and  rubbish  are  removed  each  week  with  this 
machine,  such  manual  labour  as  is  available  being  used  to 
sweep  and  collect  litter  from  footpaths. 

It  continues  to  be  a disheartening  feature  of  our  time 
that  there  is  so  little  public  support  towards  achieving  lit- 
ter-free streets.  At  the  present  time  it  seems  that  the  em- 
ployment of  more  and  more  labour  (if  obtainable)  is  the 
only  effective  control. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 
ACT,  1963. 

The  statutory  report  required  by  the  Act  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 
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Registrations  and  General  Inspections. 


Class  of 
Premises. 

No.  of  Premises 
newly  Registered 
during  the  year. 

Total  No. 
of  Registered 
Premises  at 
end  of  year. 

No.  of  Premises 
receiving  General 
Inspection 
during  the  year. 

Offices 

1 

44 

15 

Retail  Shops 

17 

99 

83 

Wholesale  Shops 

— 

4 

1 

Catering 

Establishments  . 

4 

14 

13 

Fuel  Storage 

Depots  . 

— 

1 

1 

22 

162 

113 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds 

to  registered  premises — 216. 

Analysis  of  workplace  of  persons  employed  in 
Registered  Premises. 

No.  of 

Class  of  Workplace.  Persons  Employed. 


Offices  205 

Retail  Shops  369 

Wholesale  Dept.,  Warehouses  20 

Catering  Establishments  48 

Canteens  3 

Fuel  Storage  Depot  6 


Total  651 


Total  Males  238 


Total  Females  413 


Exemptions  and  Procecutions. 

No  exemptions  were  granted  and  no  legal  proceedings 
have  yet  been  instituted. 

Staff. 

Two  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  appointed  under 
Section  52  to  enforce  the  Act,  one  Inspector  devoting  ap- 
proximately half  of  his  time  to  the  Act  with  the  other  em- 
ployed occasionally  in  connection  with  the  Act. 
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Premises  at  which  contraventions  found. 

Class  of  Premises.  Number. 

Offices  14 

Retail  Shops  79 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses  . 1 

Catering  Establishments  and  Canteens  13 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  1 


Total  108 


Details  of  contraventions  found. 

Unregistered  premises  24 

Cleanliness  54 

Overcrowding  2 

Temperature  45 

Ventilation  27 

Lighting  27 

Sanitary  Accommodation  ...  74 

Washing  facilities  44 

Drinking  water  15 

Clothing  accommodation  8 

Seating  — 

Eating  facilities  6 

Floors,  passages  and  stairs  57 

Safety  and  operation  of  machinery  .....  31 

Noise  and  vibration  — 

First  aid  facilities  52 

Abstracts  24 


Total  490 


The  details  of  contraventions  found  reflected  the  fact 
that  the  premises  were,  in  the  main,  being  inspected  for  the 
first  time.  The  degree  of  failure  to  cornply  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Act  clearly  demonstrates  the  fact  that 
unless  a Council  provide  the  necessary  staff  to  carry  out 
the  obligations  of  enforcement,  non-compliance  is  the  re- 
sult  and  in  this  case  it  is  employees  in  the  varying  kinds 
of  business  who  suffer  for  this  failure. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 

No  further  Smoke  Control  Orders  were  pursued  dur- 
ing the  year.  To  what  extent  financial  restrictions  will 
affect  future  action  remains  to  be  seen.  Apart  from  this 
it  is  disquieting  to  receive  more  complaints  of  difficulty 
of  fuel  supply,  for  the  very  essence  of  a successful  smoke 
control  programme  must  necessarily  hinge  on  adequate 
supplies  of  suitable  fuels  readily  available  at  all  times. 

The  necessity  for  such  control  in  Mold  is  clearly 
demonstrated  by  the  daily  recordings  which  are  made  of 
the  level  of  pollution  in  the  air ; there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
ultimate  achievement  of  a smoke-free  atmosphere  will  be 
of  benefit  to  all. 

PETROLEUM  SPIRIT. 

Number  of  petroleum  stores  licensed  21 

Total  gallonage  80,000  gallons 

Fees  paid  £23/15/0 

FACTORIES. 

There  is  only  one  out-worker  in  the  Mold  Urban  Dis- 
trict and  conditions  are  satisfactory. 
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Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found. 
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Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  out-work)  
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GENERAL. 

In  concluding  my  report  for  1968  I wish  to  take  the 
opportunity  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their 
support  and  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Department ; and 
in  particular  for  the  support  given  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Health  Committee,  Mr.  Kenneth  S.  Davies. 

During  the  year,  Mr.  M.  Coppack  has  established  him- 
self in  the  Department  and  contributed  to  a most  notice- 
able degree  in  furthering  the  work  and  duties  we  are  called 
upon  to  perform.  The  fact  that  both  he  and  I were  able 
to  pursue  the  administrative  and  practical  aspects  of  our 
work  to  the  extent  we  did  was  due  in  no  small  way  to  the 
efforts  of  Miss  C.  McManus  and  Mr.  G.  Bevan,  both  of 
whom  have  developed  knowledge  and  ability  in  their  work 
to  a high  degree  ; and  the  conscientious  application  to  their 
duties  is  more  than  worthy  of  appreciative  comment  in  this 
Report. 

I would  also  like  to  thank  the  Officers  in  other  De- 
partments for  their  continuing  co-operation  and  assistance 
throughout  the  year. 


R.  GOUCHER, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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